


In smaller quantities, hydrogen chloride is primarily an irritant to the eyes, mucous membranes and
skin. Washing the skin with soap and water and flushing the eyes with clean, cool water is usually
sufficient. If the irritation persists, see a physician.

SECTION VI – REACTIVITY DATA
Under normal conditions, rigid PVC compounds are quite stable and inert. When materials based
on PVC resin are exposed to heat for a period of time, they may thermally decompose. the onset of
decomposition is accelerated by higher temperatures (e.g., above 400°F). Such thermal
decomposition will produce primary hydrogen chloride gas, plus smaller quantities of carbon
monoxide, carbon dioxide or smoke.
Hydrogen Chloride is an extremely hygroscopic acid gas. That means that it will dissolve instantly
in any available water, including perspiration, tears or saliva, to form Hydrochloric acid. exposure
to small amount or hydrogen chloride will cause irritation of the skin, eyes and the membranes
in the mouth and nose. Exposure to large quantities of hydrogen chloride can cause disruption
of breathing due to the displacement of oxygen and to the body’s instinctive suppression of the
inhalation reflex.
If thermal degradation should occur, use of a NIOSH approved self-contained breathing
apparatus with a full face mask is required for any employee exposed to the hydrogen chloride
fumes. Generation of hydrogen chloride will be minimized by isolating any material that has
begun to degrade and then cooling it by any particular means including water spray.
Mechanical ventilation should be used to clear enclosed spaces and fumes.

SECTION VII – SPILL OR LEAK PROCEDURES
RELEASE OR SPILL:
Because of the physical form of the pelletized PVC compound, spilled material should be
vacuumed up immediately to avoid slips or falls.
WASTE DISPOSAL:
Rigid PVC pellets would not normally be considered “Hazardous Waste” and therefore could
be disposed of via landfill. The user is responsible for complying with federal, state and local
disposal regulations.
If the material is supplied in boxes or bags, the material should be stored in a sprinklered area,
since the containers themselves may be combustible.
In addition, safe stacking should be observed. Stacking boxes or palletized bags more than two
layers high is not recommended.

SECTION VIII – SPECIAL PROTECTION
As supplied, palletized rigid PVC does not require the use of special protective equipment.
However, normal industrial hygiene practices suggest that gloves and/or safety glasses be used
in the workplace, especially if there is a possibility of exposure to the hot PVC polymer.

RIGID PVC COMPOUND (continued)

Page 2 of 2

DISCLAIMER:
The information contained herein is based on data considered to be accurate. Pave Tech makes no warranties express or implied and assumes no
responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of the data. Pave Tech further assumes no responsibility for personal injury or property damage to
vendees, users, or third parties caused by this material. Such vendees or users assume all risks associated with the use of this material. 
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